anzibar: just the name conjures

up exotic images of paradise

and wonder from books and

films alike. But this island
actually exists and, belonging to
Tanzania, lies just off the coast of east
Africa. It boasts an airport with a single
runway and a growing tourism industry.
Zanzibar is a semi-autonomous state
within the United Republic of Tanzania
and consists of numerous small islands
and two main larger ones - Pemba and
Unguja, the latter of which is usually
referred to as Zanzibar.

Once an independent nation and then
a British Protectorate, Zanzibar has had
an airfield since the 1950s when it was
served by the DH89A Dragon Rapides
of East African Airways (EAA). The

ICAO Code: HZTA
IATA Code: ZNZ
50613.19
£03913.29
Elevation: 54ft (16m)
18/36
Runway:  8,077ft
(2,462m)

Position:
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Indigo Aviation’s Douglas
DC-3 sits on the apron
outside the terminal
building.

Rapides were upgraded to D DC-
Dakotas and EAA went on to also serve
Kenya, Tanganyika (later becoming the
Republic of Tanzania) and Uganda. In
1977, EAA failed and was dissolved
with each government forming its

own national airline, Kenya Airways,
Air Tanzania and Uganda Airlines.

Air Tanzania began operations soon
after with three Fokker F-27s and two
Boeing 737-200s on routes linking Dar
es Salaam to Zanzibar and Nairobi.
While Kenya grew and flourished with
the growth of capitalism, Zanzibar
chose to stay on the socialist side

with some backing from Eastern Bloc
countries, it remained a quiet, dreamy
island with cloves as its main export
from Pemba.

Pemba

Cha ke quume
Airport

Indian Ocean
[}

. Zanzibar
Zanzibar (Unguja)

Kisauni
Airport
0 20km
0 20 miles
Dar Es Salaam

e :
Ground handlers stand
in the shade of the
wings of ZanAir’s Let 410
5H-ZAP.

Below - Fly540 flies to the
island from Kenya using
its ATR turboprops.

However, its fortunes changed in the
early 1990s with the growth of tourism
and the open market. Kenya Airways,
Gulf Air and in 1998, Ethiopian Airlines
began flying to Zanzibar. In addition,
charter flights from Italy landed weekly,
bringing tourists to the islands. Two
small airlines kept Zanzibar linked to the
rest of east Africa. Coastal Airlines from
Dar es Salaam operated Cessna Caravans
from Zanzibar to Arusha and the
national parks, while ZanAir (Zanzibar's
only really local airline) linked Zanzibar
to Pemba, the parks and Mombasa. This
airlink, using Cessna 404's, a Cessna
Caravan, a Piper Seneca and two Let
410s, is the closest in terms of services
to the old EAA operation that kept
Zanzibar linked with the mainland >
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